
Ruisdael Data Catalog Core Team Meeting Notes
Date: September 11, 2025
Attendees:

 Marc Schleiss (TUD)

 José Dias Neto (TUD)

 Suzanne Klaver (KNMI)

 Hong Zhao (WUR)

 Arnoud Frumau (TNO)

 Marty Haaima (RIVM)

 Bert Scheeren (RUG)

 Roy Meinen (UU)

1. Welcome and introductions

 Suzanne Klaver (KNMI) is welcomed to the core team. Suzanne will be taking over for 
Marije Timmermans who is leaving KNMI.

 Marc Schleiss reminds everyone that Caroline Kohlmann has left the team. She is replaced 
by Marc Boonstra from TUD.

2. Announcements:

 Ruisdael Science Day on September 19. Marc and José will present the data catalog as well 
as ongoing efforts to publish Ruisdael data on the OpenDAP server of 4TU. The goal of the 
presentation will be to remind the Ruisdael consortium how important the catalog is and to 
encourage everyone to contribute to it.

 The NWO LSRI Ruisdael upgrade proposal led by Maarten Krol (WUR) is almost ready to 
be submitted. The proposal aims at making it easier for people to find, access and work with
Ruisdael data, through the creation of a Virtual Research Environment (VRE). The data 
catalog will play a crucial role in this, and substantial efforts will be needed to extend and 
improve the catalog to connect it to the VRE.

 Koen Klemann (KNMI) invited the data stewards for a meeting at KNMI on October 16 to 
discuss the creation of a Ruisdael testbed/VRE. This is a different VRE than the one 
proposed in ROVRE. All data stewards are encouraged to attend. 

3. Catalog status update

 The catalog is fully functional. We currently have:

 153 datasets (+65 since July 10)

 10 Campaigns (+1)



 7 Data providing services (unchanged)

 35 Registered users: (+1)

 The recent addition of datasets is encouraging. Nevertheless, we still miss lots of datasets, 
especially model datasets. Also, there were only 5 active contributors in the last 30 days.

 Growing the catalog remains the #1 priority. We want more datasets and more active users!

 The core team acknowledges their responsibility in convincing people to enter datasets, even
if they are not published or quality controlled yet. Ideally, the catalog representatives should 
not enter datasets themselves, but encourage their team members to do this. 

Action point: set deadlines and send reminders to people to add datasets to the catalog.

 Currently, only a handful of model datasets are indexed by the catalog. The reasons for this 
remain unclear. Bert mentions that model data might be too large/complicated to be 
accurately described by the catalog. Ideally, this should not be the case. More input is 
needed to determine how to grow/improve the description of model outputs on the Wiki. 

Action point: Mention this issue at the Ruisdael Science day and invite 2-3 modelers to the 
next core meeting to discuss this in more detail.

 New functionalities: The catalog now offers the possibility to add keywords to datasets. José
also created a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section. Everyone is invited to provide 
feedback on how to improve this part.

Action point: data catalog core team members are encouraged to retroactively add keywords 
to datasets that have already been entered before the keywords existed.

4. Suggestions for improvement:

 A level descriptor (level-0, level-1, etc..) or a tag specifying whether the data have been 
quality controlled or not could be added.  

 Disclaimers/warnings about how a dataset can/should be used could be added. For example, 
to highlight the fact that certain datasets are preliminary and should not be used for 
publications. This extends the previous suggestion to include a quality control descriptor.

 The use of the “Ruisdael staff (Persons)” section remains very limited. Perhaps, this section 
is not needed (or could be hidden). Due to lack of time, this issue could not be discussed and
will be brought up again at the next meeting.

Action point: discuss the Persons section of the Wiki.

5. Action Points

 Encourage people to enter datasets (all core team members)

 Mention the lack of model data at the Ruisdael Science day and invite 2-3 modelers to the 
next core meeting to discuss this in more detail (Marc Schleiss)

 Add keywords to datasets that are already in the catalog (all core team members)



 Add a level descriptor (level-0, level-1, etc..) or a tag to specify whether a dataset has been 
quality controlled or not (José Dias Neto).  

 Discuss the Persons section of the Wiki. (Marc Schleiss)

 Send a doodle for the next meeting in November 2025. (Marc Schleiss)


