Meeting Notes: Ruisdael Data Catalog Core Team

Date: February 10, 2025
Attendees: Caroline Kohlmann-van Noord, Marc Schleiss, Niels Jansen, Bert
Scheeren, Marije Timmermans, Hong Zhao

Purpose of the Ruisdael Data Catalog

The Ruisdael Data Catalog was developed to consolidate datasets scattered
across various platforms, providing a centralized overview and enabling
users to search and discover datasets more efficiently.

Current Status

» The existing catalog is a proof of concept - functional but still in an
early stage of development. While it is somewhat basic and could be
more user-friendly, there are no major issues.

« The catalog is hosted by TU Delft and currently maintained by Niels
Jansen. In the future, Jose Dias Neto, the new Ruisdael data
manager, will also contribute.

- By now, 62 datasets are described. It is quite a struggle to activate
people to describe the datasets.

Key Objectives for 2025

1. Expand the catalog by adding more datasets, with a particular focus
on campaign-related data.

2. Improve dataset descriptions by enhancing metadata,
implementing conventions, and defining best practices.

3. Enhance user support through improved Help pages, "How to"
guides, and comprehensive Wiki documentation.

4. Refine the Wiki’s structure, layout, and functionality (a lower
priority, as it is currently operational). Feature requests should be
submitted via GitHub.

Core Team Responsibilities
« The core team is responsible for the growth, maintenance, and
continuous improvement of the catalog.
« Ideally, each university, institute, or partner should have a
representative in the core team (see action points)
» Meetings will be held approximately every two months.

Other Discussions
« The "campaign" tag was flagged as unintuitive. Currently, associating
a dataset with a campaign requires editing the Campaign section
rather than tagging the dataset directly. This is due to technical
constraints—while not every dataset belongs to a campaign, every
campaign contains datasets.



From a user perspective, this setup is not ideal. Niels will explore
potential improvements to streamline this process.

On a more strategic level, a data-strategy has to be developed for
the period beyond the current Ruisdael project.

Action Points

Expand the core team: Recruit three additional members from TNO,
RIVM, Utrecht, and Amsterdam (Caroline/Marc).

Assess missing datasets: Each core team member makes a rough
estimate of the number of missing datasets per institute and reports to
Marc via email.

Enhance user resources: Contribute to Help pages and create
practical guides in the "Useful Resources" section (All members).
Update the steering committee on progress and developments
(Caroline/Marc).

Monitor catalog activity: Investigate options for tracking the number
of datasets and user engagement (Niels).



